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Situation Overview  

At least 5,543 persons who departed from Myanmar and Bangladesh managed to disembark in Bangladesh, Indonesia, Malaysia, 

Myanmar and Thailand, between 10 May and 30 July. No departures have been reported since September. 

1,531 stranded Myanmar Muslims from Rakhine State and Bangladeshis remain in shelters and Immigration Detention Centres in 

Indonesia, Thailand, Malaysia and Myanmar. IOM continues to provide shelter support, non-food items, health screenings, WASH 

support and psychosocial support. 

2,382 Bangladeshis who disembarked after May 10 in Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar and Thailand returned to Bangladesh under 

IOM’s AVR Programme and Government agreements. 

 

Highlights 1-31 December 2015 

 Myanmar: The final 
repatriation of 48 migrants 
took place on 2 December.  
Following this repatriation, all 
of the remaining 28 migrants 
in Taung Pyo escaped on the 
evenings of 2 December and 
10 December.  There are no 
longer any migrants in Taung 
Pyo and IOM and partners 
have stopped their 
operations.  

 Indonesia: As of 31 
December 2015, there are a 
total of 371 migrants (30 
Bangladeshis and 341 
Myanmar Muslims from 
Rakhine State) throughout five 
shelters in Aceh and North 
Sumatera. 36 Bangladeshis 
returned under IOM’s AVR 
Programme in December. 
Under the programme, IOM 
has assisted 743 migrants with 
their return to their home 
country. 
 
 

 Bangladesh: During 
December, IOM provided 
return assistance including 
food and onward 
transportation to 116 
Bangladeshis under IOM’s 
Assisted Voluntary Return 
(AVR) Programme.  As of 31 
December, the total number 
of returnees is 2,382. To date 
IOM has provided return 
assistance to 2,326 
Bangladeshi nationals 
including reinsertion grant for 
1,642 Bangladeshis. 

 Thailand: As of December, 
425 Myanmar Muslims from 
Rakhine state and 250 
Bangladeshi nationals remain 
in Thailand. Out of the total 
beneficiaries, 140 are minors 
under 18 and 159 have been 
identified as victims of 
trafficking by the Thai 
government. In December, 32 
Bangladeshis returned under 
IOM’s AVR Programme. 66 
Bangladeshi detainees were 
transferred from local IDCs to 
the Bangkok IDC for 
repatriation process.  

Medical check-ups for women and children, Phang-Nga, Thailand © IOM 2015 
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Bangladesh  

In December 116 male Bangladeshis including 12 
unaccompanied minors returned home in 5 batches. Facilitated 
by IOM, 36 of them were flown in from Indonesia, 32 from 
Thailand and 48 through the land border between Bangladesh 
and Myanmar. All of them were provided food and onward 
local travel assistance. The Bangladesh Red Crescent Society 
(BDRCS) provided free phone call service for all 116 returnees in 
coordination with IOM.  

 

f  
Psychosocial Support 

445  returned Bangladeshis were provided 
psychosocial counselling through 16 sessions. 
Through group therapy, a professional counselor 

has helped the returnees reduce their trauma, reintegrate into 
their family, community and possible future local 
employment. In addition, 48 returnees from Myanmar received 
health screening and consultation arranged by IOM during their 
stay in Cox’s Bazar. They also received psychosocial counselling 
from MSF-Holland.  

m  
Migration Management & Coordination 

The 16 psychosocial counselling sessions were 
coordinated with local administration and local NGOs. 

For health screening and psychosocial counselling of the 48 
returnees from Myanmar, IOM coordinated with BDRCS, a 
government representative, a local NGO and Medecins Sans 
Frontieres (MSF)-Holland. 
 

During December IOM coordinated safe return, family 
reunification and follow up visits of the 12 unaccompanied 
minors together with UNICEF and BDRCS. IOM also held series 
of meetings with partners, UN agencies, international NGOs 
and national NGOs on a framework to address the human 
smuggling and trafficking by sea, in line with the government’s 
strategy and plan of action on counter trafficking.  

 

f  
Health & Nutrition  

Food and water were provided to all 116 
Bangladeshis upon their arrival. In addition, 48 

persons arriving through the Bangladesh-Myanmar land border 
were provided meals and snacks during the two and a half day 
stay in Cox’s Bazar town. The Government provided the 
accommodation. 
 
 

G  
Return Assistance 

Onward local transport assistance was provided to 
116 Bangladeshis who returned through air and land. 

Re-integration grant of USD 200 was provided to each of the 
445 returnees of 18 districts through 16 occasions. 

Indonesia  

IOM commemorated World AIDS Day and International 
Migrants’ Day with the population in the camps, sharing 
information through facilitators from the Ministry of Health. 
Furthermore, IOM worked with the migrants to hold a day of 
Gratitude in all the sites to create cohesion between local and 
migrant communities, to enhance mutual respect and 
understanding, to disseminate information of Indonesian 
culture and law and to help the migrant community better 
adapt to the local environment.  
 
IOM further took a range of improvement activities in the sites, 
especially in the Birem Bayuen site, to address and respond to 
the urgent shelter needs of migrants living in water-logged 
tents during rainy season. IOM continued its Assisted Voluntary 
Return Assistance to 36 Bangladeshis in December.  
 
 

j  
Temporary Shelter & Non-Food Items (NFIs) 

In December, seven temporary shelter units in Birem 
Bayeun and a kitchen of one unit in women’s shelter 

were completed. Other regular activities including provision of 
handwashing sink, fire extinguishers and wheeled garbage bins 
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 Psychosocial counselling sessions for returnees in December © IOM 2015 

Distribution of reintegration grant, Bogra © IOM 2015 



were conducted to improve the facilities. In addition, non-food 
items delivery was conducted with clothing packages for the 
reintegration return of 36 Bangladeshis this month. 

 
 

f  
Health & Nutrition  

Primary care service for all migrants continued 
through regular health consultation with support from 

the local government. Patients with serious illnesses were 
referred to hospitals. An immunization programme for Polio and 
Measles was carried out for children under 5 years of age. In 
December, IOM medical field team distributed deworming 
tablets to all migrants in shelters and vitamin B injections for 
migrants above 14 years of age, except pregnant women. 
 
Activities of health education were conducted in various topics 
such as handwashing, family planning, lactating counselling, 
personal hygiene, pregnanancy intake and nutrition and HIV and 
prevention. In addition, pre-embarkation check-ups were 
carried out for those returning home through IOM’s AVR 
Programme. 

A further activity this month included the coordination of IOM 
medical officers from Jakarta and Medan to engage with and  
identify medical training needs for relevant government staff. 
The training aimed to build capacity and sustainability of 
medical competence in Aceh.  
 
Additionally, in this reporting month, 1,726 additional nutritious 
food packages and multivitamins were distributed to all 
migrants. The package included 1,600 grams of milk powder for 
infants, children and pregnant women and lactating mother. 
 
 

f  
Psychosocial Support 

In December 2015, there were cases of 5 men at risk, 
11 pregnant women and 36 single parents in the sites. 

Unaccompanied minors in this period totaled 107 and there 
were 16 cases of separated children and 2 cases of separated 
family. In all, there were 211 vulnerable cases, including 3 with 
medical concerns. The team continued to  trace the possibility 

of family reunification and provide care to the unaccompanied 
minors through regular monitoring and counselling. 

For migrants’ capacity building and well-being, IOM undertook 
activities of basic English class, literacy class, home schooling, 
recreational activities, awareness raising classes and vocational 
activities such as handicraft, hair dressing and makeup classes. 
 
 

G  
Return Assistance 

In December, IOM Indonesia assisted three groups of 
Bangladeshis (36 migrants) with their return to their 

home country, bringing the total assisted under the AVR 
programme to 743 migrants (694 male adults; 49 male UAM).  

 
 

m  
Migration Management & Coordination 

Regular Coordination Meetings are carried out every 
week to discuss all aspects of assistance and security 

issues in the shelters. The meeting is hosted by the local 
government as a leader of the Task Force Team that comprises 
of local government, immigration, military, police, UNHCR, IOM 
and NGO partners. To ensure better protection and enhance 
security in each shelter, in this month, IOM assisted preparing 
and issuing Standard Operations Procedures for handling 
migrants in shelters for the local government and migrants in 
Aceh Timur and Kuala Langsa shelters.  
 
 

Myanmar  

The final repatriation of 48 migrants took place on 2 December. 
After the repatriation, the Bangladesh government declared in a 
press release that they returned all of the remaining Bangladesh 
nationals who had been disembarked in Rakhine State. 
Following the repatriation, all of the  remaining 28 migrants in 
Taung Pyo escaped on the evenings of 2 December and 10 
December. There are no longer any migrants in Taung Pyo and 
IOM and partners have stopped their operations. Work is now 
ongoing to decommission the camp and donate materials to the 
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Seven units of temporary shelters built by IOM in Langsa © IOM 2015 

Rohingya migrants cleaning and painting a mosque in the local community 
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local community.  
 
The situation in Taung Pyo was stable and all services were 
addressed properly during December. IOM’s local staff member 
visited Taung Pyo on a daily basis to meet with the authorities, 
IOM daily staff and migrants.  
 
 
 

j  
Temporary Shelter & Non-Food Items (NFIs) 

IOM distributed bags, lunch packs and water for the 
48 returning migrants prior to the repatriation on 2 

December. No other NFIs were distributed prior to the escape 
of the remaining migrants on 10 December. Any items left at 
Taung Pyo have been donated to the local community. 
Following the departure of all migrants, IOM cleaned the entire 
facility, including shelters, latrines and the kitchen. 
 

 

f  
Health & Nutrition 

IOM partners provided weekly medical consultations 
during December and no major health issues were 

reported. Regular provision of additional food supplies in Taung 
Pyo to complement the WFP food ration continued. WFP 
provided 750g/per person/day of rice, beans, salt and cooking 
oil. IOM supported the daily kitchen operation through the 
provision of staff, fire wood and pots and equipment. Following 
the departure of all migrants, IOM has donated all remaining 
cooking equipment to the local community.  
 
Water and sanitation support continued with five daily workers 
hired for regular water purification and latrine sanitation. 
Following the departure of the last of the migrants, IOM 
donated all the WASH equipment to the local community. 
 
 

f  
Psychosocial Support 

On 10 December, IOM requested approval from the 
Border Guard Police (BGP) to facilitate phone calls to 

family members for the remaining 18 women and children. A 
phone was provided by IOM and all migrants were able to make 
phone calls to family in Myanmar or Bangladesh. There were 
daily psycho-social activities conducted by partners 6 days a 
week for all women and children. The activities include literacy, 

numeracy, hygiene sessions, knitting, fishnet knitting and 
English language. 

 

Thailand 

425 Myanmar Muslim from Rakhine State and 250 Bangladeshis 
in IDCs, shelters and protection centers received humanitarian 
assistance in terms of material and support services from IOM 
Thailand.  

IOM life-saving intervention was carried out to financially 
support a surgery for a 19 years old  Myanmar Muslim man to 
remove a brain tumor and to relieve intracranial pressure due 
to his life-threatening condition. This month IOM Thailand 
welcomed and congratulated a new member, a baby boy born 
in Ranong province. Both mother and baby are in good health.  

 
 

f  
Health & Nutrition 

Basic health check-ups and primary health services  
were provided by IOM nurses for 242 individuals in 

Phang-Nga, Ranong, Songkla and Suratthani. No major problem 
was found and symptomatic treatment was provided when 
required. An IOM doctor also conducted medical assessment 
for 323 individuals in Songkhla and Suratthani. During the 
assessment, a few mild fungal skin infections were found and 
appropriate treatment was provided to the affected individuals. 
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Distribution of water and lunch prior to repatriation on December 2 © IOM 2015 

Distribution of bags prior to repatriation on December 2 © IOM 2015 

Distribution of snacks after exercise, Phang-Nga © IOM 2015 
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f  
Psychosocial Support 

Ongoing psychosocial activities have been conducted 
in the Phang-Nga shelter for children and families and 

the Ranong IDC, shelters and PODC. In the Phang-Nga shelter, 
drawing classes for children and individual counselling for UAM 
boys were conducted to help them release stress and express 
their concerns and needs for development. IOM team, in 
coordination with the authority, conducts weekly English 
classes for 28 male victims of trafficking at Ranong PODC in 
response to their needs for personal development and 
education. For vocational training and development of skills for 
women, items and materials for clothing were distributed in 
Suratthani PODC which accommodates 84 women and girls  
including 41 victim of trafficking.  

 

G  
Return Assistance 

In December, 32 Bangladeshis returned under IOM’s 
AVR Programme. 66 Bangladeshi detainees were 

transferred from local IDCs to the Bangkok IDC awaiting 
repatriation process.  
 

 

j  
Temporary Shelter & Non-Food Items (NFIs) 

699 sets of monthly hygiene kits containing anti-
bacteria soap, shampoo, tooth brush, toothpaste and 

detergent powder were distributed to detainees in IDCs and to 
women and children covering 8 provinces. A refrigerator for 
vaccine and medicine storage was procured for the Suratthani 
PODC in support of 84 women and children. IOM staff in Phang-
nga arranged a mini-travel/hygiene kits such as clothes, 
toothbrush, toothpaste and soap for 22 Bangladesh detainees 
transferred to Bangkok for repatriation. Sports equipment was 
provided for men and women detainees in Phang-Nga IDC for 
their outdoor activities.  

To promote personal health and hygiene, IOM nurses in 
Suratthani started health educational programme with a focus 
on infection and prevention. Additionally, health assessment 
guidelines for IOM nurses are being developed and under 

review. The guidelines will help nurses perform basic health 

and nutrition assessments.   
 
IOM continued to provide food and nutritional support. 601 
beneficiaries in 13 locations in Phang-Nga, Ranong, Songkhla  
and Surattani received daily and weekly nutritional support. 
Periodic medical visit and nutritional support were also 
provided in Nongkhai and Mukdahan.  
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Outdoor activities at the IDC, Phang-Nga © IOM 2015 

New year gifts for children, Phang-Nga © IOM 2015 
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IOM operations are supported by : 

  

 

  Beneficiaries in 
IDC’s & shelters 
prior May 10 

Beneficiaries in shel-
ters and IDCs since 
May 10 

Beneficiaries currently 
in shelters and IDCs     
- as of Dec. 31 - 

Bangladeshi 
returnees  
- as of Dec.31 - 

Bangladesh - 134 - - 

Indonesia 671 1,820 371 743  

Malaysia - 1,107 485 622 

Myanmar - 1,048 - 777 

Thailand 738 153 675 240 

TOTAL 1,409 4,262 1,531 2,382 

Overview  

Activities 

Country 

Bangladesh Indonesia Malaysia Myanmar Thailand 

Temporary Shelter &Non-Food Items  
       

Health & Nutrition Support 
        

Psychosocial Support 
      

Return Assistance 
      

Migration Management Support  

& Coordination 
      

Summary of IOM Activities within the Regional Appeal 
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